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Collective Worship Policy

Requirements for the provision of Collective Worship

In a Church of England Controlled school, the provision of a daily act of Collective Worship is determined by the Trust Deeds of the school and should be in accordance with the principles of the Established Church.

Acts of Collective Worship should reflect and be consistent with the faith and teachings of the Church of England. Pupils from different faith communities should be able to share, as appropriate, aspects of their faith in Collective Worship.  Children from non-faith families should be able to access collective worship and choose their response as appropriate to them.
In planning the broadly Christian Worship, the school takes positive means to ensure that such acts of Collective Worship are appropriate for all pupils, taking into account considerations of;

· Circumstances relating to the family background of the pupils concerned.

· The age and aptitude of the pupils.

Parents may withdraw their children from the acts of worship and teachers may opt out of participating in them.  During this time staff and pupils will read or continue with unfinished educational tasks.
It is important to differentiate between the content of an act of worship and an assembly, which is concerned with the general aspects of school life.

Aims for Collective Worship.

We believe that an act of Collective Worship in school should be a special time for providing an atmosphere and content that is a positive contribution to the spiritual experience and development of all pupils.

We aim to provide opportunities for pupils to;

· Worship God.

· Respond and participate in the worship offered.

· Reflect on values that are of a broadly Christian nature.

· Explore their beliefs and those of others.

· Experience prayer, reflection and silence.

· Consider moral, ethical and spiritual issues.

· Appreciate the importance of religious beliefs to those who hold them.

· Reaffirm, interpret and put into practice the values of the school.

· Develop a community spirit, a common ethos and shared values.

· Appreciate and develop positive attitudes and values.

Through acts of Collective Worship we want our children to develop;

· A sense of wonder/awe/mystery.

· A sense of transience and constant change.

· A sense of pattern, sequence, order and purpose.

· Awareness that there is often more to things than meets the eye.

· A sense of quality of the silence, reflection, ability to listen, concentrated attention.

· A sense of the worth of others.

· A sense of community – its demands, value, rituals and celebrations.
· A sense of the joy of life, achievement and play.

· An awareness of the natural world.

· A sense of the human capacity for choice, decision and responsibility.

· An awareness of limitation, frustration, loss, the ‘darker’ side of life.
· A sense of forgiveness.

· A range of worthy feelings including reverence, hope, dedication, thankfulness, selflessness/sacrifice.

Organisation of Collective Worship

Collective Worship is delivered daily. This is timetabled to last 15/20 minutes, though on occasions this may be altered e.g. when a visitor or speaker has been invited.

Collective Worship is organised as follows;

Whole school Collective Worship is held on:

Mondays (Headteacher) 
Tuesdays (Church Vicar) 
Wednesdays (Staff Rota – Singing Praise)
Thursdays (In class worship)

Friday (Celebration)
Pupils regularly lead Collective Worship throughout the year and the planning of this is building stronger links with All Hallows Church, Kirkburton.
All staff are invited to attend every Collective Worship and attendance is requested on Mondays and Fridays. 

Content of Collective Worship
During the school year a list of themes linked to our values form the collective worships. Prayer books, story books and other additional material, kept in the staff room, is used to provide a greater breadth of ideas.

The importance of special calendar days, festivals, celebrations and traditions from other faiths and cultures are looked at, at appropriate times of the year, through music, story, drama etc in order for the children to gain an understanding and respect for cultural and religious diversity. 
Visitors
On a regular basis, the local lay preacher, Philip Kaye, visits to lead an act of Collective Worship. This is usually a story from the Bible. 
Members of All Hallows Church in Kirkburton visit regularly to work alongside the Collective Worship group of pupils to plan pupil-let acts of Worship. 
Almondbury Methodist Church visit on a half-termly basis to act out Bible stories using Open the Book.

Hand-to Mouth ministries visit three times a year to facilitate an RE day throughout school.  This includes: The Journey, Collective Worship and classroom activities.
Celebrations in Church are held at Harvest, Christmas and Easter and these are led by the Collective Worship Group.

All acts of Collective Worship end with a prayer

Planning 

Collective Worship is organised in such a way that all members of teaching staff are involved during each week.

Themes for collective worship allow for flexibility and take into account the opportunity for responding quickly and sensitively to issues of interest and /or concern.

Everyone involved with leading collective worship are therefore able to plan in advance, according to their timetable, the aspects of the theme they will be covering. Staffs liaise with each other so that there is full coverage of themes/topics, without repetition or confusion.

Collective worship is properly prepared and executed sensitively using a variety of approaches and resources. It provides time for thought and reflection.
Themes for Collective Worship are recorded daily, by the children, on a weekly record sheet. The sheet briefly states; leader, theme, hymn and evaluation. This is stored in a folder in the hall.

Resources

Collective Worship/Assembly books (staffroom)

Prayer books

Music/piano/musical instruments.

Whiteboard
Artefacts (R.E.boxes)

Posters (R.E.boxes)

Books (R.E.boxes and library)

Visitors

‘Real people’

Impact of Collective Worship

The whole school reflective area and class reflective areas allow children to think and respond to the ‘Value in Action’ for that half term.  This provides opportunity for the ‘Value’ to become more personal and to grow throughout school. 
