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Religious Education Policy
HIGHBURTON C.E (VC) FIRST ACADEMY
Religious Education Policy 
Religious Education in the school curriculum

If religious education is to have a proper place within the school curriculum, it must be justified on educational as well as religious grounds.

The role of religious education is to provide opportunities for pupils to study and reflect on the beliefs and practices on which people base their lives, so that respect for those with religious and other beliefs is well founded. It promotes attitudes and values necessary for responsible citizenship in a democratic and pluralistic society. It is the education of young people about religion. Under the Deeds of the School we feel that it is entirely appropriate that the children are able to learn from religion by being encouraged to focus on concepts and values that are central to the broad traditions of Christian Belief, but which are widely held by other faiths and by society at large; e.g. respect, honesty, kindness, compassion, justice, peace, joy, awe and wonder at the natural world. 

The schools task in R.E. is to enable pupils to be aware of religious ideas, feelings and activities, to reflect upon human experiences, to consider values and commitments and to understand that religious beliefs and customs are important to millions of people throughout the world. It provides opportunity to study Christianity and the other principle religions of Britain. The subject contributes to the development of the pupils own beliefs and values and sense of identity. It does not promote a particular religion or set of beliefs.

Statutory Requirements

Schools are required to provide religious education for all pupils aged 5-18. The teaching of R.E. should reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian while taking into account the teachings and practices of the other principal religions in Great Britain. Provision of the basic curriculum, which includes R.E, must be made for all registered pupils at the school, including appropriate study for those with special educational needs.

Parents have a right to partly or wholly withdraw their children from R.E.

R.E within a county or voluntary controlled school must be in accordance with the agreed syllabus as prepared by the L.E.A. and is mandatory.

Our Vision
“Every person is a rainbow waiting to shine.” 
 

Ethos 
Recognising its historic foundation, the school will preserve and develop its religious character in accordance with the principles of the Church of England and in partnership with the Church at parish and diocesan level. The school aims to serve its community by providing an education of the highest quality within the context of Christian belief and practice. It encourages an understanding of the meaning and significance of faith and promotes Christian values through the experience it offers to all its pupils.
 

In particular we promote the following core values within our school community:

* Kind 
* Helpful

* Honest

* Grateful 

* Independent

* Unique 

* Together 

Aims

The Religious Education taught in Highburton CE (VC) First Academy is based on the Wakefield SACRE (2023-2028) and Understanding Christianity (RE Today). 

The aims of religious education at Highburton First Academy are: -

· To acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of and ability to respond to Christianity and the other principal religions represented in the school, the community, Great Britain and the wider world.
· To develop an understanding of the influence of beliefs, values and traditions on individuals, communities, societies and cultures.

· To develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious and moral issues, with reference to the teaching of the principal world religions.

· Enhance their own spiritual, moral, social, cultural, intellectual, personal, emotional development by a growing awareness of the fundamental questions of life and of how religious teaching relate to them.

· Respond to major questions and issues in the light of their own experiences and study

· Develop a positive awareness of their own worth.

· Develop their sense of identity and belonging, preparing them for life as citizens in a plural society.

· Develop a positive attitude towards other people and their right to hold beliefs different from their own and to living in a diverse society.

Objectives

These aims can be achieved if we: -

· Follow the Wakefield Sacre syllabus, which ensures continuity and progression throughout the school and understanding Christianity. 

· Are aware that issues may arise spontaneously in response to an event or emotion experienced or witnessed by a pupil.

· Provide opportunities for appropriate religious artefacts to be handled and explored.

· Visit local places of worship to stimulate learning.

· Invite visitors from various religious groups into school to promote stimulation, interest, knowledge and understanding.

· Foster children’s feelings of awe, wonder, delight, joy and mystery: extend their natural curiosity and help them to use their imagination in order to extend their spiritual development.

· Encourage children to recognise their own value and importance as individuals: promote their social development so that they can give as well as receive and develop their understanding that life is a series of significant stages.

· Help children to understand the religious beliefs, attitudes and activities of other people and develop and express their own beliefs and values.

· Help children to consider their personal response to moral issues, assist them in their early exploration of the meaning of life and help them face and learn from painful experiences which they encounter such as fear, suffering and death.

· Consider some basic religious concepts and ways in which they have been expressed in sacred books, writings, symbols, the arts, daily living and rituals.

· Introduce children to the lives of key figures in various religions and to people who have responded to their teachings and examples.

· Familiarise children with stories, which are an authentic part of religious traditions.

· Provide opportunities for children to share in memorable and festive experiences from various cultures and traditions, thus stimulating questions about the meaning of such occasions.

Skills and attitudes

In order to enable pupils to investigate their own and other people’s beliefs, the following skills and attitudes should be developed. Lessons will be planned so that pupils: -

· Have the opportunity, in a variety of contexts, to develop their oral skills;

· Have the opportunity to develop their reading and writing skills, together with the acquisition of appropriate religious language and vocabulary;

· Have the opportunity to develop their investigative and reasoning skills which could include interpreting, analysing, exploring and evaluating, together with the use of information technology; 

· Are encouraged to consider and acknowledge the basis of their own beliefs, values and assumptions, and to develop respect and tolerance for the beliefs and cultures of others. 

· Are encouraged to consider the impact of religious beliefs and value systems on the lives of different children, women and men; 

· Are encouraged to reflect on their feelings, perceptions and impressions, in the classroom and elsewhere, through silence and stillness, through discussion, and through recording personal reflections in a variety of creative ways; 

· Are able to experience situations which will encourage empathy, confidence and self-esteem, and develop imagination and curiosity; 

· Are encouraged to develop a willingness to talk about their beliefs and share with others their observations and experiences. 

Organisation

Early Years – R.E in the early years should be seen in implicit rather than explicit terms. It should not be viewed in isolation but as an integral part of school life and can be incorporated into most aspects of the curriculum.

From Year 1 to Year 5 all pupils will have weekly R.E lessons based on the Wakefield SACRE and Understanding Christianty. Within these lessons there will be a good balance between whole class work, group teaching, paired research and individual practice.

Teaching and learning strategies

R.E is taught in each year group as suggested in the scheme of work. This is taught in six units, one for each half term, designed to provide continuity and progression throughout the school. There is a balance of spirituality and R.E over the two key stages. Each class teacher will make provision for a regular R.E lesson each week usually one hour in length and will endeavour to ensure that effective teaching and learning in R.E is - 

· Taught through a wide range of strategies where the approach is creative, lively and experiential where possible.

·  Focused on both learning about and learning from religions so that pupils not only gain knowledge, but are given opportunities to reflect and respond.

· A study of both the historical and current aspects of all six of the principal world religions.

· Consistently using a variety of interesting, engaging and challenging approaches to learning, including the use of drama, art, poetry, design and technology, written and oral questioning, class and group discussion, different styles of writing and communication.

· Through constructive and respectful use of a range of resources including artefacts, books, audio-visual materials and ICT.

· Through the regular use of first-hand experiences, including visits to places of worship and visitors to the school.

· Through an emphasis on using child-centered key questions which will be based on pupils' experiences, building a bridge to the spiritual content.

Personal Development

We aim to promote pupils spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development consistently, not only through the ethos and general life of the school, but also through the curriculum. Consideration is given to the teaching and learning opportunities offered to the children and how these contribute to their personal and social development. 

In providing for pupils spiritual development through the curriculum there are planned opportunities for: -

· Reflection at a personal and group level.

· Relaxed and positive silence.

· Use of all the senses for the development of an intense awareness of an object, place, sound situation etc

· Accepting and recognising a sense of awe and wonder when pupils experience situations with new eyes, ears and feelings.

· Building confidence and persistence to stick with difficult questions so that they can probe at deeper levels.

· Allowing pupils to confront and struggle with situations beyond their experience and grasp.

· Putting pupils in situations where there might be no right or wrong answers.

· Discouraging pupils from making decisions too hastily and too easily by allowing them time and alternative considerations

· Offering stories, accounts of experiences and situations which challenge “accepted” values. 

· Meeting alternative spiritualities, faiths and ways of seeing and making sense of the world.

· Trying to make sense of and coming to terms with failure, disappointment, separation, family breakdown or bereavement.

In providing for pupils moral development through the curriculum there are planned opportunities for;

· Challenging materialism, selfishness and greed.

· Offering commitment to others.

· Learning to serve others and help fulfill their needs.

· Understanding relationships and the reason for certain behaviours and feelings such as conflict and tension, justice and fairness, bullying and support.

· Considering more dilemmas such as “finders/keepers”etc.

· Discussion of moral/ethical issues such as treatment of the elderly/smokers/ ‘weakness.’etc

· Considering environmental issues such as recycling/global warming/pollution etc.

· Looking at ways of helping both locally and further afield.

· Understanding pressures (peer /society/media) and how they affect choices and values.

· Learning to make informed judgments and decisions.

In providing for pupils social development through the curriculum there are planned opportunities for: -

· Developing self-esteem and self-confidence.

· Developing responsible, independent working.

· Working co-operatively and collaboratively with others and as a member of a team.

· Learning to negotiate, persuade, listen to and appreciate others’ points of view.

· Learning to appreciate the need for rules for the benefit of all and to share and to value skills in themselves and others.

· Developing communication skills in a variety of ways and contexts.

In providing for pupils cultural development through the curriculum there are planned opportunities for;

· Becoming aware of and understanding pupils’ own cultures.

· Understanding preferences and customs of other groups and cultures.

· Experiencing, understanding and responding to music, art and literature from a variety of individual groups and cultures.

· Visiting museums, art galleries, historic sites, places of worship, musical and dramatic productions.

· Exploring technological developments and their impact on individuals and society at all levels.

· Visitors to school. 

All of these are taught across the curriculum including through Collective Worship and PSHE.

Equal Opportunity
We are committed to providing a teaching environment conducive to learning. Each child is valued respected and challenged regardless of ability, race, gender, religion, social background, culture or disability.  Mutual respect and tolerance for all cultures will be promoted through religious education

Differentiation and Special Needs 

The weekly RE lesson is appropriate for all pupils. All pupils will be involved through differentiation. Teachers will aim to include all pupils fully in RE lessons. All children benefit from participating and watching and listening to other children demonstrating and explaining their ideas. However a pupil whose difficulties are severe or complex may need to be supported with an individualised programme in the main part of the lesson. More able pupils will be taught with their own class and stretched through differentiated group work and extra challenges. When working with the whole class, teachers will direct some questions towards the more able to maintain their involvement. 

Continuity and Progression

The requirement to study Christianity and Islam at both key stages and Judaism and Sikhism in key stage two contributes to the continuity of R.E throughout the school. Each unit in the scheme of work relates to other units taught at different ages throughout the school. In each unit levels of achievements are identified and these are based on the appropriate level statements at the end of that unit. 

Cross-curricular and Multi-cultural links

There are many useful links to other subject areas such as literacy, history, geography, music, ICT, PSHE, art, PE, drama, dance. Opportunities will be taken to capitalise between subjects. Multi-cultural themes are often encountered in RE, which affords opportunity to celebrate and value the life of all communities studied and avoid stereotypical accounts of life in developing nations. 

Resources

Human – vicar, church warden, governors, parents, school nurse, mayor, councillors, local community helpers, charity workers and other visitors to school.

Reference books, prayer books, picture books, posters, DVDs, artefacts from different religions (Christianity and the other main religions in U.K.)

RE websites

Bibles

Curriculum Visions – ebooks. 

These resources are kept in a central area and are constantly being reviewed and up dated. 

